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wien thé war broke out in August 1914 no person

-

xnowing Low Germany iad gradually arrived at a e
nenetration of thie German gpeaking parts of L T

was in the least surprised at thne dotermined Pro-de it

attitude of the FPress in these parts, By fair means and
foul German interests had, since 1870, taken such a firn

rorthern and eastern Switzerland, that nothing

o
o
fau
(=

else could be expected. Scarcely one of the more

important newspapers was tiien entirely free from

Germans on the editorial starf, several cnes like the

notorious *s8t. Galler Tagblatt® are owned to this day by

Germarns. The leading commercial journal of the whole of
gwitzerland, the “Neue Zircher ‘deitung" was so pronounced

German Tor wany years passed, that a stranger taking up
the paper would Lave fancied to have a German publicatlion

before him, The "Zuricher Post", tlie democratic rival

of the "Neue Zurcher Zeitung®, which at
Boer war was absolutely the only dally paper in switzer-
lan¢ siding with England, became 80 Pro-3=rzan ilmce the
beginning or the war, that I was obliged %o resign as a
Bamber of tne nm of tue paper after hﬂln(hlm

te 11‘. and fm;gly he journal ever sinoe. The .
to the Well-knoWwn

tlie . time of the

'auncmar Post® now viriually bélon.s
and powerrul advertising firm of Rudelf Mosse 1 Berlin.
The ‘Landpote” Of 'Vuurw'v _the mxzmﬂnt

politieal Zuriek. )"}ﬂ: itt ﬂﬂaﬂtly APro-Cerman: the"

fureign nint polNg & rormer Wilieelmuster fTom Wurtiems .
re aftsr ;mgx yma* atay

Borg (ne . .6 NOW LONG paek. th
1o vinterthuf). Theiencpelitionl ‘Burslier Tages-Anseiger
WO



€hish YLas by far the larges: circulation of sgy Nevepaper

Wik a dally lssue of 75000 cupies, was founded vy

gérmans and actually 1is owned ¢ uwne oW, Of tue 06121~

istic parers ‘Le "Volksrecut® was partly edited by a

very aggressive Geruan, Who lately was compelled by the

radiocal section of thne party to quit. Tue cther s0eial-
ggtic paper published at Zurich, *Le old-establisted amd
gariusntial “Griltlianer” ¥as from the beginning on the
gide ¢f the Allles.

| of thLc Bale papers everyone is more or less Pro-
gerzan, vitL the 3ole exception of the sccialistis
journal, The *Thurgauer Zeitung® mucu read in the
eastern Jeunttes, 13 quite Pro-Gerzan, and the Grisoms
papers were most offensive untll hgy were warned
indirectly by me tLa’. a boycott on tne uart of the Emglied
and 2heir Alles Eiyt podsibly cce 17 they contimusd o
e 20 abusive, The *va-eriand® of Lucerns, the most read
rosad~oatiaolia paper. in Hit,zerlann. is hopelessly Pro-

- Serman, ‘taking its cue frox the Serian ultramontacs
Journal *Gorsamia®, and he Toaan-gatholiv oily pwblied..
8t Jurien, the *Nous Jiremsr Neockrichtem® is the mest
Yielent of sl and hed te be eautioned lately by the
Federal Council. _

Taug the Pross of ay distaist, with e Sx0agd-
1 of the Italian speeking Gemten o Tesuis. Yilsh 17

MLy for W9 Allies, presente.s serry vpeetasls of
Woludior and pachislity te Wis VY S W TorE of

AREIOPAINIA Tas Doseme less offensive, the substiinse
PosMing the sams. WRilst strengly verded attashs em e
A1500 Nave posesie searser, TheTe 18 Nver & werd of
Wiy of Criendly feellag Tor MAgishd in ay of Woese
Poosgi Joskors of Angleshile wriss see Tuiusel md Whew



ypans and thelr Swiaa gqyenctiisnreg printeq

even as leading articles. There is ng doubt
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yratever in the minds of well-inforsea People , thas goat

gany of these Pro-Geraan napars receive 8ecrel subsidies
cut cf tre famous Reptile fund of Prince Biswarck: with
spe exceptlion of Lalf-a-dozen big Journals all tne

gvis3 papers are non-paying concerns and the soeial and
moral a3tanding of the editors is a low one: tney are
mostly oroken—down liwyers, scucooluasters, parsons, ete.
witioul weans or nosltion and vadly pald., Tue competition
is an excesslve one, Switzerland witn a Population of
33:’1+ wililioun 3o0uls possessing over a thousand newspapers
and pericdicals, hus warcuing at the head of 211 otuer
countries in this respect.

Willst the attitude of the Press is clear to
évery observer of 3Swiss tilngs, “lie real feeling of the
People 13 more di/ficult to guage, A varlety of causes
have worked together to produce the Pro-Gerwan feeling
Whicl really existed 3inée thé outbreak of tlhe war and
9t1li prevalls. First the affinity of blood and lunguage,
Wen tie Gerusns-secmed to veat down everything im Bel-
§l2s and Prance, *ne average swiss relt a kind pr ppide
48 Delonging *¢ tne conquering race possessing the furor
teutaniayg: this same feeling was very strong luring tue
Tirst part of tne Boer War whem 'tne Swiss peasants
“Uyired themselves to the viotorious Boers: Frow the

Peilining spo opinien of the wan 1a the street was of
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yniveraities are all more or less in Geruan Lhands, whil gt
Frenci a1d Engligy local interests are few and far
petween, The gwigs military class, which has grovn much
wore POWerful gsince the new army-organization was
accepted OV the 3wiss pecple a few years ago, look unen
tle Prussian gilitarisw a2s an 1ldeal to ve introduced
and imitated n sgwitzerland, Tuhe 8wiss General Wille is

the son of Geéruan varents and married to a Countess

-

Rignarex and all nals sywpatlles and those of Lis

nLerous “pllowers are Geruan, These peonle are convinced
of the flnal victory of ihe Central Powers and ‘hey

speak and act accordingly. The Boygeols class are afraid
of Cermany's mlzgnty power and tierefore approve of the
pro-German attitude of the Press, l.owever ithey may dislixo
and abuse amongst ‘tliemselves thLe arrogant ways of Germans
in this country. In Zurich tLe proporilon of Gersans to
Swiss 1s exiraordinary, nearly one iilrd of the entire
Population veing of the forwer nationallity. One meets
Goruans at every dinner-table in the higher classes, in
évery club or circle, or every board of directors, in
fact wnere-ever one goes they are in evidence and thelr
descondants £111 many places of trust and power (Herr
foffmann, tne present Minister of Forelgn Arralrs aad

late Prosident or the swiss Confederation i3 also the

%08 of a German)y
The 8wiss point of gravity, filnanclally and

politicallY, 1ies in Zurich as the centre of commeraial

and 1industrial Switzerland and not at Berne, the seat of

L JOVornment, The Borneee papers are not muoh read aad

LLiave ro influence Whatever in these parts. Now the
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material anq grasping to a degree. It 1s easy to underatand
that under these cilrcumstances the question of pounds,
anillings anq pence 18 uppermost 17 ‘helir wminds, abstract
jdeas of liperty, Justice and International obligations
not entering their heads at all, e old French saying
vpoint 4'argent, polnt de Sulsses* 3St1ll liolds good, Tue
Frencli, wio constantly had bpetween 20 and 30,000 sSwiss
gercenaries in tlielr service knew tLelr people, Encruous
wonts orf Iwiss capltal, all savings oy the inhacitants
of eastern gwitzerland, are Invested in Germany or oy
German Banks acting with such 8Swiss Banks as :ﬂe
gredltanstalt and Leu & Co. 1in Zurich, Handelsbank and
Bankverein in Bile and Zurich and minor Banks. If Germany
i{s defeated all these investmentshre endangered, hence tne
wish thal she may be victorious, There is another
consideration moving the moneyed classes, which in this
Republic take the place of aristocracies and military

castes in Monarchies and are really ruling the country
(3witzerland 1s nominally a Democracy tut de facto a
Plutocracy ). They look upon Germany with Prussia at her
head as ‘he safest barrier agalnst Socialism, of which

they are muenh afraid., when amongst themselves, aany of
these prominent bankers, manufacturers, exporters und
merchant® pmaxe no secret of their open gympathies with
Germany which would not stop short at the annexation

of swivzerland. 1 gould lay my hands oan dozens of sueh
people in high positions who would willingly become
German S0-day Tather than to-merrow an account or the
great u“in.l advantages amecruing te them as oitizens
of 3 pig country. And 1t 3% exaotly these pecple tlat
anngrel tlie Cowsersial Press in Auriaeh, Sti.8all, Bile

and sYerywnerés 8o it i# unreasemabdle to expeet muehk

Change in attitude until the Alles gala
deoidedly



decidedly the yppernand. Thnen a change would come over
the scené, The gympathies Wwith and admiration of Geruany
vould give way to fear of the Allles, and the same
money-grubbing classes would sponge up to the winaing
side. Before sjat takes place NO real improvement in the
feelings of +nhe bulk of tie German-swiss people can be
expected: it i3 of no use waking oneself illusions on
this point,

(8d) H.Angst,

Regensberg

May 12th., 1915.



